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17. A method for determining a price of a product offered to a purchasing organization
comprising:
arranging a hierarchy of organizational groups comprising a plurality of branches such that
an organizational group below a higher organizational group in each of the branches is a
subset of the higher organizational group;
arranging a hierarchy of product groups comprising a plurality of branches such that a
product group below a higher product group in each of the branches in a subset of the higher
product group;
storing pricing information in a data source, wherein the pricing information is associated,
with (i) a pricing type, (ii) the organizational groups, and (iii) the product groups;
retrieving applicable pricing information corresponding to the product, the purchasing
organization, each product group above the product group in each branch of the hierarchy of
product groups in which the product is a member, and each organizational group above the
purchasing organization in each branch of the hierarchy of organizational groups in which the
purchasing organization is a member;
sorting the pricing information according to the pricing types, the product, the purchasing
organization, the hierarchy of product groups, and the hierarchy of organizational groups;
eliminating any of the pricing information that is less restrictive; and

determining the product price using the sorted pricing information.
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